
ISP Policy Scholars Program 

Frequently Asked Questions 

About the Program 

What is the ISP Policy Scholars Program? 

The ISP Policy Scholars Program is a free, fully virtual national program for graduate and undergraduate 
students. Over one academic year, scholars complete self-directed policy practice activities, attend trainings 
led by policy practitioners and educators, work with an advisor from the ISP board, and build a national 
network of peers. Students who complete the program are installed as ISP Policy Scholars at a ceremony in 
late spring. Scholars accepted this year will form the first national cohort. 

Who runs the program? 

Influencing Social Policy (ISP), a national membership organization of social work faculty, social policy 
faculty, and policy practitioners from across the country. ISP also produces Macro United, the largest macro 
social work conference. Learn more at influencingsocialpolicy.org. 

How much does it cost? 

Nothing. The program is free. 

Do I have to be a social work or social policy student? 

No. The program is open to graduate and undergraduate students of any major. ISP wants to see policy 
practice used across many professions. 

How much time does it take? 

Plan on about 2 to 4 hours per month across the academic year. 

Is anything required in person? 

No. The program is fully virtual. Some activities, such as observing a city council or legislative hearing, can be 
completed online. If you have the chance to attend a hearing in person, being in the room can be 
informative, and that choice is yours. 

What will I learn that my coursework does not cover? 

Policy courses generally teach you how to develop a policy product: combining empirical data with lived 
experience and community voice to produce evidence-informed recommendations. This program focuses on 
policy practice: what you do to move a policy through enactment and then evaluate it for impact. It is 
designed to complement your coursework, internships, and field placements. 

How the Program Works 

What is the Praxis Map? 

The Praxis Map is your guide through the program. It lists qualifying activities organized around the 
program's six core competencies, including translation to dissemination, racial equity, advocacy and 
organizing, political advocacy, electoral activism, and legislative engagement. Each completed activity earns 
one point. You choose the activities that align with your interests, complete them in any order, and some 
activities can be repeated for additional points. 



How many points do I need to complete the program? 

Twelve. Once you earn 12 points, you will be installed as an ISP Policy Scholar at the ceremony in late spring. 

Do I need to complete a set number of activities in each competency?  

No. Your 12 points can come from activities across the map. There is no per-competency quota. 

What kinds of activities earn points? 

Examples include attending training sessions, meeting individually with your advisor, observing a policy 
event such as a city council or legislative hearing, participating in voter engagement activities, contacting a 
legislator about a current policy issue, supporting a community-based organization's call to action, writing a 
publishable policy alert, creating an infographic, creating a media engagement product such as a letter to 
the editor, op-ed, or press release, developing an elevator pitch, and writing a policy brief. The Praxis Map 
you receive as a scholar will list the full set of qualifying activities. 

Will I be trained before I am expected to do these activities? 

Yes. Trainings accompany activities such as contacting a legislator, writing a policy alert, and creating an 
infographic. The program will never ask you to do something without first helping you build a firm 
understanding of it. Training sessions are led by ISP board members who are practitioners and educators 
working in policy, along with occasional guest speakers. Sessions are offered at different times throughout 
the week to fit varied schedules, and the fall training schedule will be shared with the cohort. 

Can I propose an activity that is not on the Praxis Map? 

Yes. Email your advisor with your idea, and they will let you know whether it falls within the parameters of 
the program. 

Are there internal deadlines during the year? 

The program is self-directed. You decide which activities to complete, in what order, and on what timeline, 
with a map and guidance from your advisor. That freedom is also the challenge: spreading your work across 
the year is far less stressful than trying to earn all 12 points at the last minute. 

Any advice on the policy brief? 

Yes. Start from a research paper you have already written. Your research papers are a strong foundation for 
a policy brief because you have already gathered the empirical data. You are welcome to choose a different 
topic; just know that it will take more time. 

What Does Not Count 

Do demonstrations, marches, rallies, or other direct action earn points?  

No. These carry real risks, including arrest and bodily harm, and the program and organization cannot take 
responsibility for those risks. If you choose to participate, that is your decision to make on your own time.  

Can an activity I complete for a class also count toward the program?  

No. The program is designed to complement your coursework, so an activity completed as part of a class will 
not be approved for program points. For example, if your class attends a city council hearing in place of a 
class session, that visit cannot double as a program point. Your advisor will not approve activities that count 
toward both. 



Advisors and Mentorship 

Who are the advisors? 

Advisors are ISP board members. Most are faculty at institutions across the country; others are policy 
practitioners at housing organizations and advocacy groups. Some are earlier in their careers, and some are 
more senior. You can review the full board at influencingsocialpolicy.org. 

How are scholars matched with advisors? 

Assignments are largely random and depend on each board member's capacity. The number of students 
accepted will be set by the number of advisors available and how many scholars each can support, so the 
program can follow through on its commitments. After you are accepted, you may express interest in a 
specific board member whose work aligns with yours, and ISP will see what is possible. A match is not 
guaranteed, since some board members are not available to mentor. 

Applying 

What are the key dates? 

Applications opened August 3 and close September 10. Decisions will be sent by September 24. Orientation 
will be held September 30 and October 1, with the same session offered at two times for different time 
zones. The installation ceremony takes place in late spring. 

I start my academic program in January. Should I apply now? 

Apply for a cycle in which you will have the full academic year. Trying to earn all 12 points between mid-
January and mid-April creates too much pressure, and past attempts to compress the program have not 
succeeded. You will get far more from the experience with nine months to work with. 

What if I graduate before the program year ends? 

Graduating during the program year does not automatically rule you out. If your enrollment status will 
change, factor that into your decision and reach out with questions before applying. 

I still have a question. Who do I contact? 

Email Gary Parker at garygparker@gmail.com. 
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